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Faulty	 Predictions:	 Stories by Karin 
Lin-Greenberg. University of Georgia 
Press, 172 pp., $24.95. Karin Lin-Green-
berg’s debut story collection, winner of 
the Flannery O’Connor Award for Short 
Fiction, provides a welcome addition to 
that series’ distinguished roll call. Some 
of the stories in Faulty Predictions have 
appeared previously in excellent literary 
journals, and it’s easy to see why: they 
range, colorfully and empathically, across 
a number of worlds and human predica-
ments. Appealingly, the voices narrating 
them, whatever the point of view, share a 
winning, gentle, clear gravity. These are 
stories you can easily enter and dwell in, 
but which not only don’t shy away from 
the difficult—they head straight for it.

My favorite may be “Prized Posses-
sions,” starring Lydia, a Chinese grand-
mother who lives in Pittsburgh with her 
grown daughter (a filmmaker) and the 
daughter’s American family. Lydia’s 
loneliness, her pride, her wish to imbue 
the young family with more of the Chi-
nese culture she misses (and which is part 
of their heritage), lead her to wrestle with 
another, spitefully competitive Chinese 
grandmother over a symbolic trifle en 
route to an Antiques Road Show—tragi-
comedy depicted with a stern, discerning, 
and tender watchfulness.

Another of Lin-Greenberg’s terrific 
strengths is to fuse together just the right 
agglomeration of motley (and inimitably) 

American elements. “Late Night with 
Brad Mack” tracks Spence, the embar-
rassed teenaged son of a garish, loutish 
talk-show host, one of those brave and 
brassy failures who, divorced from the 
boy’s mother, is trying in skewed fash-
ion to be a caring father. Slowly, young 
Spence must reconsider: “For so long he 
has only thought of his father as an insin-
cere showman, flashy and full of tricks, 
but what if there is more to him?” Other 
stories locate (and nail) similar moments 
of slow-dawning, possible connection—
never omitting the complexities, awk-
wardnesses, and resignations of human 
struggle. Faulty Predictions is a delight-
ful debut, worth finding and savoring.
•	Joan	Frank

The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt. Little 
Brown and Company, 771 pp., $30.00. 
Carel Fabritius painted The Goldfinch, 
a beautiful and highly unusual painting, 
in 1654. The bird is favored with the at-
tributes of Renaissance portraiture when 
the gaze in painting and also in French 
literature became the privileged style of 
rendering humans. The goldfinch looks 
directly at his audience, engaging, ques-
tioning and dialoging with us, forcing us 
to self-reflection. Unlike human portrai-
ture, though, the goldfinch does not en-
joy complete freedom: he is tethered to a 
feeder by a long chain, barely visible at 
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